
with the Black Duck near the feed area on Loch McNess and camping 
on one of the islands at night, until 28th March. Since that date I have 
two unconfirmed sighting reports. 

—PETER CONGREVE, Yanchep National Park. 

Occurrence of Bathurst Burr in Virgin Country.—In the latter part of 
September, 1970, after heavy rains, I took a trip into virgin bush country 
with friends. We found many common plants flowering, and the common 
pink everlastings were particularly tall, well-grown and in flower. 1 found 
a small rusty tin and dug up an everlasting plant to take home with me. 
I noticed a small strong-looking little plant in the soil with the everlasting 
I had dug up. It was about 1 inch high, with two strong little leaves. 

I watered the little plant every day. It was quite attractive and many 
small spines became apparent up the stalk. It continued to thrive during 
the summer and small prickly oval-shaped burrs began to form. The spines 
on the stalk were numerous and at least one inch in length, and very 
sharp. Towards the end of May, 1971, the light green burrs turned 
brown and started to fall. The plant had now grown to 8 or 9in. high 

with at least a dozen burrs the size of a pea, but of oval shape. I up¬ 
rooted it and sent it to Mr. R. D. Roycc, Officer-in-Chargc of the Botany 
Branch, Department of Agriculture, South Perth. He identified it as 
Bathurst Burr, Xanthium spinosum. He thought it was a most interesting 
occurrence, showing how a serious weed of this nature can become estab¬ 
lished in virgin bush. The locality where the plant was found is not far 
from a farm where sheep are grazing. 

—(Mrs.) M. B. MILLS, Merredin. 

First Record of the Garganey in Western Australia.—As this is the 
first reported sighting of the Garganey (Anas querquedula) in Western 
Australia and there arc only three records of the species in the whole of 
Australia, it is prudent to qualify myself as an observer first. Anas quer¬ 

quedula, the Garganey, or Blue-winged Teal as it is known to me in South 
India, was by far the most common duck visiting the dams and lakes of 
Mysore, and formed a large part of the duck shooter’s bag during the 
season. The birds there were in eclipse plumage and I must have seen 
thousands and handled some hundreds. 

On 19th March, 1971, I was watching the duck on the southern 
end of the lake front of Loch McNess, Yanchep National Park, when I 
noticed a stranger amongst a small party of Grey Teal swimming on the 
lake. The bird had a definite whitish superciliary stripe, the head was 
flatter over the crown, and the colour appeared darker. As I watched 
another teal joined the group and this time there could be no mistake, 
he was a male Garganey in full breeding plumage. A broad white super- 
cilary stripe ran from in front of the eye down the sides of the nape, 
the crown of the head was dark, the sides of the face and neck were 
rich chocolate chestnut merging on the chest into brown, the abdomen 
appeared white, sharply demarcated by the brown chest. With the bird 
floating on the water, the wing coverts and flanks were seen to be grey, 

giving the mid section a light grey appearance to the water line. The 
scapulars, black with broadly white centres, fell like ornamental plumes 
diagonally across the flanks. In flight both birds exhibited a broad grey 
wing bar with a white stripe edging it, before the dark colour of the 
flight quills. These ducks stayed about half an hour, before flying off 

together to the top lake, Yanchep. 
On the 30th, John Elphinstone was with me, when they again came in. 

Again it was the female that first caught our eye, to be joined by the 
resplendent male. While watching they swam in to about 30 yards and 
there could be no mistake of their identity. Again they only stayed a 
short time. Unfortunately Mr. C. F. H. Jenkins, who visited the park on 
the 29th, and Drs. D. L. Serventy and T. Spence, who spent the morning 
of the 30th, in a difficult passage to the open water of Lake Yanchep, 

did not get a sight of these ducks. 

—PETER CONGREVE, Yanchep National Park. 
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